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Letter from the Director

As the New Year approaches, many of us reflect back on the past, and look forward to the future.
For many, 2009 was a difficult year. The Red River Valley had record flooding and many of our
families were forced out of their homes and lost work. We were in the midst of a recession and
many lost jobs or work hours. Minnesota had a huge budget deficit and cut many programs that
low-income families use. Yet in spite of all this, many families and individuals made great strides
in their lives. We can wallow in defeat, or we can celebrate our successes. | choose to celebrate

Success.

Let me suggest a couple of ways you can help us look forward in 2010 to celebrating success fofilmame families
and children.

First, join us on February 27, 2010, at 6: 30 pm at Co
year one progress for The Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020. We are all aware that all
levels of government are facing budget shortfalls. Often when budget shortfalls occur,-loeome families pay the
heaviest price. Community Action Agencies across Minn
principles that should guide us in these economic times. Some of these guiding principles are:

e We believe poverty needs to be addressed at all levels of the community, and that alleviating poverty is the
responsibility of the whole community.

e All people should have adequate income and/ or reso
education, health care, transportation and childcare.

e All people should have access to decent, safe, and affordable housing.

o All people should have access to comprehensive, affordable and quality health care.

¢ All people should have access to quality education that meets their individual needs.

e All families should have access to quality and affordable childcare.

¢ All people should have safe reliable and affordable transportation.

e All people should have access to adequate and nutritious food.

o All people have a right to live in safety, free from discrimination.

e During periods of recession, all levels of government (government = the people) should share the pain.

We need your help to insure that poverty is truly eliminated in Minnesota by 2020.

Second, you can help in our mission of Eliminating Poverty, Empowering Families & Engaging Communities through the
Dakota Medical Foundationd6s Giving Hearts Day. On Feb
more. Here is a chance to double your contribution and help us with our mission at Lakes & Prairies to: Eliminate
Poverty, Empower Families & Engage Communities.

Letds make 2010 a year to celebrate!

Joe Pederson

Joe Pederson, Executive Director
Lakes & Prairies Community Action Partnership



General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) concerns

The St. Joseph Parish Social Concerns Ministry and Lakes & Prairies joined
together to bring forward a discussion on the negative impact of dropping
General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) and replacing it with MNCare health

coverage for some 70,000 individuals in Minnesota.

Participants came from St. Paul to Crookston, from hospitals, social service,
other government and norprofit agencies. Representatives Morrie Lanning

Brian Rusche, Executive Director of the Joint and Paul Marquart spoke about upcoming discussions at the MN Legislature

Religious Legislative Coalition in St. Paul, MN. . - L
g g when it convenes on February 4th and how this is a priority issue to be

addressed. Brian Rusche, Executive Director of the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition in St. Paul, spoke to many of

these same concerns as well as the need for fairness, equity and justice in how we help those who are most in need.

Head Start: A Growing Experience for Parents and Children
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