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A Minnesota Without Poverty by 2020                                                 

ñ a community conversation ñ 
You are invited to participate in                   
òA Minnesota Without Poverty by 
2020ó event that will be held at 
Knutson Campus Center, Centrum, at 
Concordia College, Moorhead, MN on 
Saturday evening, February 27, 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. 

The event is being held in multiple 
locations throughout Minnesota 
including: St. Paul, Duluth, 
Rochester, Willmar, and 
Moorhead. Live Internet 
streaming from St. Paul will 
be held at all locations from 
7:00 p.m. to 7:30 p.m. 

Joe Pederson, Executive 
Director at Lakes & Prairies 
Community Action stated, 
òHomelessness, hunger, 
poor nutrition, inadequate or no 
health insurance, unemployment, 
underemployment, and work that 
fails to provide a living wageé all are 

part of the challenge and call to 
ending poverty and improving the 
quality of life in our communities.ó 

òThis is not an isolated event,ó 
continued Pederson. òMinnesotans 
have a history of caring about the 
quality of life. Even this event, as it 
focuses on where we are and what 
the next steps might be; is the result 

of an 
ongoing 
effort to 
end 
poverty.ó 

Efforts 
began a 
number of 
years ago 
with the 

work of the Joint Religious Legislative 
Committee (JRLC). In 2006, the 
Minnesota Legislature authorized the 
òLegislative Commission to End 

Poverty in Minnesota by 2020.ó Their 
first report was issued in January 
2009.  Now, one year later, the 
statewide effort of A Minnesota 
Without Poverty organization has 
gathered support from businesses, 
non-profits, the Council of Churches,  
individuals and families. òThis work 
must continue,ó said  Nancy Maeker, 
Director of A Minnesota Without 
Poverty.  

For more info:  www.lakesandprairies.net 
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As the New Year approaches, many of us reflect back on the past, and look forward to the future.  

For many, 2009 was a difficult year. The Red River Valley had record flooding and many of our 

families were forced out of their homes and lost work. We were in the midst of a recession and 

many lost jobs or work hours. Minnesota had a huge budget deficit and cut many programs that 

low-income families use. Yet in spite of all this, many families and individuals made great strides 

in their lives. We can wallow in defeat, or we can celebrate our successes. I choose to celebrate 

success. 

Let me suggest a couple of ways you can help us look forward in 2010 to celebrating success for low-income families 

and children. 

First, join us on February 27, 2010, at 6:30 pm at Concordia Collegeõs Knutson Campus Center Centrum as we review 

year one progress for The Legislative Commission to End Poverty in Minnesota by 2020.  We are all aware that all 

levels of government are facing budget shortfalls. Often when budget shortfalls occur, low-income families pay the 

heaviest price. Community Action Agencies across Minnesota and òA Minnesota Without Povertyó are working on basic 

principles that should guide us in these economic times. Some of these guiding principles are: 

We believe poverty needs to be addressed at all levels of the community, and that alleviating poverty is the 

responsibility of the whole community. 

All people should have adequate income and/or resources to meet their familiesõ needs for food, housing, 

education, health care, transportation and childcare. 

All people should have access to decent, safe, and affordable housing. 

All people should have access to comprehensive, affordable and quality health care. 

All people should have access to quality education that meets their individual needs. 

All families should have access to quality and affordable childcare. 

All people should have safe reliable and affordable transportation. 

All people should have access to adequate and nutritious food. 

All people have a right to live in safety, free from discrimination. 

During periods of recession, all levels of government (government = the people) should share the pain. 

We need your help to insure that poverty is truly eliminated in Minnesota by 2020. 

Second, you can help in our mission of Eliminating Poverty, Empowering Families & Engaging Communities through the 

Dakota Medical Foundationõs Giving Hearts Day. On February 11, 2009, DMF will match online donations of $10 or 

more.  Here is a chance to double your contribution and help us with our mission at Lakes & Prairies to: Eliminate 

Poverty, Empower Families & Engage Communities.  

 

Letõs make 2010 a year to celebrate! 

   Joe Pederson 

Joe Pederson, Executive Director                                                                                                                                                  
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General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) concerns 

The St. Joseph Parish Social Concerns Ministry and Lakes & Prairies joined 

together to bring forward a discussion on the negative impact of dropping 

General Assistance Medical Care (GAMC) and replacing it with MNCare health 

coverage for some 70,000 individuals in Minnesota.  

 

Participants came from St. Paul to Crookston, from hospitals, social service, 

other government and non-profit agencies. Representatives Morrie Lanning   

and Paul Marquart spoke about upcoming discussions at the MN Legislature 

when it convenes on February 4th and how this is a priority issue to be 

addressed. Brian Rusche, Executive Director of the Joint Religious Legislative Coalition in St. Paul, spoke to many of 

these same concerns as well as the need for fairness, equity and justice in how we help those who are most in need.  

 

Head Start: A Growing Experience for Parents and Children 
Heidi Petersen feels 

òblessedó to have 

such a program avail-

able for her and her 

daughter, Kimberly, 

who is enrolled in 

Clay-Wilkin Head 

Start.  

Heidi  wrote a letter  

expressing her grati-

tude for the amount of 

hard work the staff at Clay

-Wilkin Head Start has put 

in to make her and her 

child's experience a great 

one.  

In her letter, she says, 

òIõve enjoyed watching my daughter grow socially and   

academically these past 2 years. I love how Clay-Wilkin 

Head Start Is not just about the child attending, itõs about 

the family as a whole.ó 

Heidi continued, òI would recommend any parent looking 

for a safe, caring, trustworthy and fun environment to take 

their child to Clay-Wilkin Head Start.ó 

Heidi wasnõt the only mother who has come forward to 

share her story and appreciation for the quality of          

education and service provided by Head Start. 

Rachel Buzalsky also wrote a letter to thank the staff for 

the rewarding experience she and her son, Camden, are 

having at Head 

Start. Rachel 

said, òHead 

Start has not 

only served as 

an amazing 

educational 

stepping stone 

for my son, but 

also as an additional resource for me and my family's 

other needs.ó    

òThis experience and the skills and techniques I've learned 

to develop and maintain my family's educational well-

being, are priceless,ò said Rachel.  

Early education has a lasting impact on a childõs success 

in school and also in life. The Clay-Wilkin Head Startõs hard 

work and dedication to its students and their families has 

not gone unappreciated. 

Clay-Wilkin Head Start annually serves  upward of 300 

children and families in 11 centers and home base pro-

grams in Clay and Wilkin Counties. 

ò This experience and the skills and       

techniques I've learned to develop 

and maintain my family's educational      

well-being, are priceless. ò 

- Rachel Buzalsky ò ...Clay-Wilkin Head Start 

is not just about the child 

attending, itõs about the 

family as a whole. ó  

- Heidi Petersen 

Heidi Petersen with her daughter Kimberly. 
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Brian Rusche, Executive Director of the Joint 

Religious Legislative Coalition in St. Paul, MN. 


